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Biozone p. 191 

Divergent evolution should be taught in the context of genetic variation of a 

species with the understanding that the species did not completely change into 

something else. Convergent evolution is a theory with little research. Each species 

is made uniquely but their similarities do not necessarily mean they come from 

similar source.  
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Biozone  

Gene variation is variation within species and not evolution. This concept can be 

discussed without mentioning evolution.  
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Discovery, Biology, P. 4 

This lesson gives several theories for evolution as explanations of how life began 

on earth, but no mention of creation. 
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Houghton 8th Grade, Human Influences on Global Climate, TEKS 8.11.B  

Mentioning of a scientist’s sexual identity is not relevant to the subject. This fact 

should be deleted and just focus on Shayle Matsuda’s contribution to Science. 

 

 

e-Dynamics Learning  

Lesson 02, The Origin of the Universe  

The lesson mentions the “Big Bang Theory” as the predominant theory for how 

the universe was created. However, no other theories are mentioned to balance 

out this opinion. 
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Green Ninja, Introductory letter  

The introductory letter for these Science materials addresses “Family members” 

and “Caregivers”. This letter is over politicized by refusing to use the word 

“parent” and could give kids the wrong idea of who should be responsible for 

their learning. Letter should read “Parents and Caregivers”.  

 

 

HMH  8th Grade p. 207, 210-211 

 

The lesson lists Big Bang Theory as an explanation for the beginning of the 

universe but does not explore in detail other theories for the existence of the 

universe. The quiz on pp. 210-211 mentions one other possible theory, the Steady 

State, but the questions suggest that students should accept the Big Bang Theory 

over any other theory.  
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Savaas, 8th grade, pp. 224- 225 

The Big Bang Theory is presented as fact and the only explanation/ theory of how 

the universe began without listing other theories as possible alternatives.  

 

 

 

Kiddom Biology Unit 4, Chapters 18-20 

Much emphasis is placed on Evolution throughout the textbook. Textbook should 

be more balanced with multiple theories.  

 

McGraw Hill, Texas Biology Student e Book, Chapter 19 

 

Chapter 19 places major emphasis on a disputed theory of the evolution of 

humans from primates, specifically chimpanzees. As seen below references are 

made to suggest that humans are a part of the “ape” family. The chapter points 



10 
 

out the many physical differences between humans and apes which would seem 

to disprove the theory of common ancestry. The chapter presents all evidence as 

fact when common belief and theory is that humans did not evolve from 

primates.  
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TPS Publishing, Biology, Student Textbook, p. 309  

This publisher does a good job of balancing religious belief with Science. More 

textbooks should follow this model and this textbook should be approved. 

 

 

 


